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Waikato River gets international helping hands 

A team of international and local volunteers, along with Waikato River Care members are undertaking a 1.6 kilometre long riparian planting effort this week at Te Kauwhata, as part of Waikato River Care’s ongoing work to restore native plant communities along the banks of the Waikato River between Hamilton and Port Waikato.  

The international eco-volunteers are from Germany, England, the Netherlands and Australia.  Their participation has been coordinated by Conservation Volunteers New Zealand.  The planting effort is being coordinated by Waikato River Care’s site managers and it’s horticultural cadets.  
Michelle Hodges, Chairperson of Waikato River Care said ‘it’s great to have people showing an interest in the environment, and committing their time to improving the health of the catchment’.  The five day planting effort – from Monday to Friday this week – will see 6500 native species planted at a Waikato River Care site on Churchill East Road, Te Kauwhata.  

The species chosen are known as pioneering species – they prepare the ground for planting larger trees in future years or for trees that are naturally seeded by birds.  “This planting will eventually connect with remnant forest at Holmes Reserve at the northern boundary of the planting site, which will allow native animals to migrate along the river bank between food sources” said Ms Hodges. 
Riparian plantings can trigger a number of positive changes in the environment.  The Churchill Road site is a Waikato River Care research site, and the area will be monitored following the planting with particular focus on improved hydrology of the surrounding pasture, along with temperature and PH of the soil.  Other benefits from riparian plantings include reduced land run off, reduced river bank erosion, increased biodiversity and habitat for native species, and general aesthetic benefits.  In time, this planting effort will also support animal welfare by providing shelter to livestock on neighbouring farms. 
Waikato River Care aims to complete two hectares of riparian planting and enhancement works on the banks of the Waikato River each year.  To date, approximately eight kilometres has been completed with another two due for completion by Christmas.    
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